Subacute myelo-optico-neuropathy (SMON) virus, a new human herpesvirus, has been isolated from human cases of SMON and found to be a variant of avian infectious laryngotrachei- More detailed information on feed composition can be obtained from the Oriental-Kobo Co., Ltd., 3-6-10, Azusawa, Itabashi-Ku, Tokyo 174, Japan. munication is to report the fact that the onset of disease in SMON virus-infected mice is influenced by the kinds of feed given to the dams.
SMON herpesvirus of the Watanabe strain, which had been propagated in human diploid cells, was used in this work. The virus was inoculated intracerebrally or intraperitoneally into C57BL/6 newborn mice at birth. Only one kind of pellet feed, "MF," as indicated in Table  1 summarizing the compositions of three kinds of pellet feed, was supplied to pregnant mice in a previous study (2) . However, it was demonstrated in the present study that a specially prepared feed to affect reproduction of mice "CMF," given to the dams had an influence on the onset of disease; namely, the incidence of disease in SMON virus-infected newborn mice whose dams consistently received CMF before tis virus (1, 3). We reported also that C57BL/6 newborn mice are susceptible to SMON herpesvirus, but susceptibility of the mice to the virus varies considerably depending upon the individual litter of mice (2) . The reason for different results in studies of SMON virus-infected C57BL/6 newborn mice has continuously been investigated. The purpose of the present comand after delivery was compared with that in SMON virus-infected newborn mice whose dams were fed "LF," instead of CMF, after delivery. The incidence of disease was also examined in SMON virus-infected newborn mice whose dams were given only LF throughout the pre-and postpartum periods. The results ( 
